THE YOUNG MAN
Greeks and the Jews, had and have still an influence
on the whole of cultured humanity. The Greeks
gave us art, philosophy, science, politics; the Jews
theology and religion. Before them there were
Egyptians, there were Babylonians, but their cul-
tures were really assimilated and perfected by the
Greeks. The whole of Europe is still living on
antiquity and Judaism: we hardly know it, but
antiquity is in everything. It is clear that American
culture, on the other hand, did not grow straight
out of classical culture. There is a new element in
it, a pioneer element, a practical optimism; for that
reason we have something to learn from them just
as they have from us. We are the inheritors of the
Middle Ages too; Catholicism absorbed much
of classical culture and adapted it to its own ends.
This was in its way an advance. There are classical
elements even in the Scriptures. For that reason
some of the Church writers should be included
among the authors read at school.
We in our northern climate possess something
which the ancients, for all their culture, had not
got: that warm relationship to home and hearth
and family, to wife and children. The Greeks and
Romans lacked our winter; they did not know
what it means to sit by the warm fireside with the
children gathered round mother and grandmother.
They talked politics and philosophy in the street;